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Abstract

The research aimed to examine the effect of McCarthy’s
(4MAT) Model and the dialogic style on the achievement and
retention of fifth-grade secondary school female students in
Islamic Education.

The researcher intentionally selected one public day school in
Baghdad as the sample for the study and the site of the
experiment, namely Shatt Al-Arab Secondary School for Girls,
affiliated with the General Directorate of Education,
Baghdad/Karkh II.

The sample contained 66 students, equally distributed into three
groups, with (22) students in each: the first experimental group
followed McCarthy’s (4MAT) Model, while the second
experimental group was taught using the dialogic method, while
the control group was taught using the conventional method.
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Two tests were designed to measure achievement and retention.
The validity and reliability of the instruments were verified, in
addition to calculating difficulty indices and discrimination
coefficients for the items of both tests.

After conducting the experiment and analyzing the data, the
results revealed statistically significant differences in favor of
the two experimental groups—the first taught with McCarthy’s
(4MAT) Model and the second with the dialogic method—
compared with the control group. Based on these results, the
researcher concluded, among other findings, that McCarthy’s
(4MAT) Model is superior to both the dialogic and conventional
methods in enhancing academic achievement. The study
recommended emphasizing the importance of diversifying
teaching methods in Islamic Education according to the
prescribed curriculum topics. The researcher also suggested
conducting a similar study to explore the effect of McCarthy’s
(4MAT) Model in combination with other methods, such as
guided discovery or brainstorming.

Keywords: McCarthy’s (4MAT) Model, dialogic method,
individual differences, retention, achievement.
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